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Not just a dog’s best frieNd..................................7
This South Vancouver vet is a surgeon, a dentist and a dermatologist for four-legged friends of all sizes
theVoiceCheck us out online at langaravoice.comThis week look for a feature on Love Your Liver, and an interview with Joyce Murray, MP, about the robocall scandal
‘Don’t be a scab,’  says union
By LEV JACKSON
U
nknowingly, many Langara stu-
dents are making life harder for 
locked-out unionized workers 
of a local tourism company. 
Since Rocky Mountaineer locked out 
their employees last June, negotiations 
between the company and the union 
have broken down. 
With no end to the lockout in sight, 
the company continues to hire replace-
ment workers, known as scabs, in place 
of their longtime employees. The 
union, Teamsters Local 31, suspects 
some of those hired as scabs are Lang-
ara students.
“The people that serve as scabs are 
often unaware of the negative effects of 
scab labour for working conditions and 
wage standards in the province and be-
yond,” said Kim Marshall, a Rocky 
Mountaineer employee for more than 
12 years. 
The employees are asking for over-
time wages after 11 hours of work.
“If the company were to negotiate 
with us the problem would be re-
solved,” said Marshall. “But they feel 
no pressure to negotiate because they 
can still operate their trains.”
“I planned on working here and be-
ing able to put myself through school,” 
said Cadine Boechler, a locked-out em-
ployee and Langara student. 
LEV JACKSON photo
Langara student Cadine Boechler (right) is one of the locked-out Rocky Mountaineer workers who have been picketing the company’s 
Cottrell Street facility since last June.
By JACQUIE RICHARDSON
Do you know the status of your sex-ual heath? If you’re sexually ac-tive but haven’t been tested for 
sexually transmitted infections or HIV, 
on the spot testing and referrals will be 
available at Langara’s sexual health 
fair on Tuesday, March 20, in the Build-
ing A foyer. 
A new blood test for HIV called a 
“finger poke” will be used as an alter-
native to needle-drawn blood testing.
“It hurts less, you get results in 60 
seconds, it’s fast, painless and on the 
spot,” said Roxanne Castillo, one of the 
organizers for the HIV testing.
According to Vancouver Coastal 
Health, a 20-year-old diagnosed HIV-
positive who immediately seeks out 
treatment can expect to live to at least 
age 73. However, an HIV-positive per-
son who puts off diagnosis and treat-
ment may have a shorter lifespan and a 
far poorer quality of life as his or her 
immune system begins to fail.
According to 2010 data from the B.C. 
Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, an 
estimated 13,000 British Columbians 
were living with HIV. Of those, approx-
imately one in four were believed to be 
unaware of their HIV-positive status.
Nine organizations will be present at 
Tuesday’s health fair, including HIM 
organization, a community organiza-
tion dedicated to strengthening the 
health and well-being of gay men; Q-
munity, Vancouver’s queer resource 
center; and AIDS Vancouver. 
For those who get tested  for HIV, 
both pre- and post-test counselling will 
be offered.
“Feel free to drop by and get tested,” 
said Castillo’s colleague Eunice Uy. 
Free condoms and other items will 
be available, as well as free information 
on sexual health.
By AgUStINA COCCARO
Officials at Langara College aren’t saying how they plan to cope with a projected cash shortfall an-
nounced in last month’s B.C. budget.
Finance Minister Kevin Falcon said 
the government plans to cut $100 mil-
lion from current funding levels to 
post-secondary institutions. The Voice 
asked Yvonne Ohara, the college’s com-
munication and marketing manager, 
how these cuts would affect the college 
and whether tuition would be affected. 
Unfortunately, the administration had 
not responded as of press time.
In last week’s issue of the Ubyssey, 
UBC officials also declined to comment 
on how they plan to deal with funding 
cuts. In past years, funding concerns at 
UBC were resolved partly through in-
creased tuition.
Rising tuition costs have been an is-
sue across the country. Students pro-
tested last month in Quebec and Hali-
fax because of plans to increase tuition.
B.C. students protested in the mid-
90s over the provincial NDP govern-
ment’s cuts to education funding and at 
the time many were concerned about 
tuition increases being used to offset 
the cuts.
“The B.C. budget does not reflect the 
priorities that British Columbians 
have,” said Michael Olson, B.C. repre-
sentative for the Canadian Federation 
of Students. 
An August poll showed 87 per cent of 
British Columbians support the freez-
ing or reduction of tuition fees, he said.
Impact of 
budget 
not clear 
No answers, yet, from 
college and university 
administrators about $100 
million cut to funding 
Even if you think you’re healthy, get tested
Many don’t know they are 
HIV-positive; next week’s 
sexual health fair hopes to 
increase awareness
Locked-out workers worry Langara students unaware of work rights
	 Workers hired to 
replace striking or 
locked-out workers
	 Illegal under BC 
laws, but legal 
under federal laws
Source: teamsters Local 31
SCAB
labourers?
See SCABS, page 2
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Roxana Castillo (left) and Eunice Uy are organizing the 
HIV testing for next week’s sexual health fair.
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Gaza art show gets student attention 
An exhibit of children’s art from the Israeli-Palestinian war hopes to spreads awareness  
By OMAR SHARIFF
T
he coordinators of A Child’s 
View from Gaza are hoping that 
the exhibit will help bring aware-
ness to the conflict happening in 
the Middle East.
The exhibit on display at Langara on 
Monday gave students the opportunity 
to see artwork from Palestinian chil-
dren affected by the conflict in the 
Gaza Strip.
“What we’re hoping to do with this 
exhibit is just to share a different per-
spective on what the occupation is like 
in Gaza,” said Erica Lamacraft, an ac-
tivist with one of the groups that 
helped bring the show to Langara. 
“The goal that we’re hoping for is just 
exposure, and to have people think 
about Israel and Palestine in a different 
way.”
Brian Campbell, coordinator for the 
art show, said he was surprised to see 
so many people who were interested in 
a child’s perspective of war and con-
flict.
“People are really interested to see 
what horrors the Palestinian children 
have been through,” said Campbell.
Parry Mudhar, a second-year engi-
neering student volunteering at the ex-
hibit, hopes that student interest in the 
conflict doesn’t end at the show.
“I hope people take away some infor-
mation on what’s going on and maybe 
do some further research, because 
when you just look at the pictures, you 
aren’t getting the whole story,” said 
Mudhar. 
Lamacraft says that students have 
reacted positively to the art exhibit.
“People are interested and engaged,” 
said Lamacraft.  “Seeing that children 
lived this – I think it has opened some 
people up to really thinking about the 
human beings who actually live in 
these circumstances.”
First-year arts and science student 
Leanne Rachid says this issue is par-
ticularly important to her because she 
comes from nearby Lebanon.
“Nobody really knows about what’s 
going on in Palestine,” said Rachid.  
Rachid signed her friends up for a 
mailing list to receive more informa-
tion about the situation in Palestine 
because she believes it is important for 
her friends to stay informed about the 
issues.
“I worry that they don’t know what’s 
going on, so I try to make them know 
what’s going on,” said Rachid.  “I try 
and spread awareness too.”
Susan Smith, division assistant to 
the Dean of Science, thinks that the ex-
hibit can help people better understand 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
“Anyone who has children or even 
was a child can relate to this instantly, 
and it really speaks a lot louder than 
words can.”
LANGARA PHOTO-IMAGING GRAD TIJANA MARTIN WINS NATIONAL AWARD
This photo by 2011 Langara photo-imaging grad Tijana Martin showing Bert Easterbrook defending a man during the Stanley Cup Riots 
on 06/15/2011 was chosen to be one the national photos of the year by  the News Photographers Association of Canada.
College’s Co-Op program celebrates a milestone
By JEREMY SALLY
Langara’s Co-Op program turns 30 this month, celebrating three de-cades of placing students in careers 
they love. 
“Employers always tell us how im-
pressed they are with Langara stu-
dents,” says co-operative education in-
structor Heather Workman. 
She says the program is successful 
because it adapts with business and 
workplace needs. 
Workman has taught in the program 
for 12 years. When asked what sets the 
program apart from others, she says 
it’s because “we get to know our stu-
dents personally. We’re constantly 
working with them throughout the 
program.”
Some students retain contact with 
the instructors as their careers change. 
“I’m getting baby photos now,” 
laughs Workman.
 “The instructors are why the pro-
gram works so well,” says Andrew Car-
bonneau. He is completing his BBA and 
is in the program. “You don’t realize 
just how many skills you really have, 
until you enter Co-Op.”  
Gerald Cruz agreed. He credits the 
program for his job in an-up-and-com-
ing software firm which was recently 
purchased by HootSuite. 
 “They filter out employers that 
aren’t in your field, so you get to apply 
what you’ve actually learned in the 
workplace setting which is very help-
ful,” said Cruz.  “And the program 
helps you build connections with your 
employers and those that they work 
with.”
Part of this success is due to the pro-
gram’s approach to writing resumes by 
focusing on accomplishments. 
“Many people just list their experi-
ences. Employers want to know how a 
person has contributed to their work-
place and their impacts on it.”
This is facilitated through the cre-
ation of a master resume. A portfolio 
that can range 10 to 15 pages, it follows 
the student throughout the program as 
they add to it. 
“When you look at your folder at the 
end of the semester, you literally go 
‘wow,’” says Carbonneau. “It starts 
with almost nothing, but you build it up 
as you go. You really feel great when 
you see what you’ve done.” 
The Co-Op course, BUSM 2300, is un-
like many others at Langara. Prepar-
ing students for the real world, re-
sumes are combed over by peers and 
teachers and midterm exams are inter-
views.  
Students that pass and become em-
ployed are paid for their work. 
An event on March 29 is being held 
to celebrate the anniversary. Former 
students are invited to meet in the caf-
eteria to reconnect with old friends 
and network with new ones.  
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From left to right Marianne Gianacopoulous, Sean 
Padley and Kevin Rolston of the Co-operative education 
department celebrate the program’s 30th anniversary.
The Co-Op program on 
campus prepares students 
for life after graduation 
SCABS, continued from page 1
“I work six months in the summer on 
the train, and go to school the other six 
months,” she said. “So not only to lose 
my job, I also lose my education, which 
is very difficult.”
And some of Boechler’s Langara 
classmates might be harming her with-
out realizing it. Students might see this 
as an employment opportunity, but 
they should consider the impact of 
their decision to work for Rocky Moun-
taineer, said Marshall.
“By taking the job as a scab, it shows 
the company they are willing to betray 
fellow workers. It slows down the nego-
tiation process,” she said. “The compa-
ny feels no pressure to negotiate with 
their legitimate workers.”
Scab labour is illegal in B.C., but be-
cause Rocky Mountaineer is federally 
regulated, they are able to use scab la-
bour. The trains are not seen as an es-
sential service, so the federal govern-
ment won’t officially intervene in the 
dispute.
Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson 
has come forward to support the 
locked-out workers. MPs Libby Davies 
and Don Davies and MLA Shane Simp-
son have suggested the company nego-
tiate in good faith with their employ-
ees.
Rocky Mountaineer, which last nego-
tiated with the locked-out employees 
on July 8, declined to comment for the 
story.
Scabs take union 
jobs from workers
	 The conflict 
between Israel and 
Palestine has been 
on going since 
1948 
	 There have been 
over 14,000 con-
firmed casualities-
since 1948 
	 Last year 8 children 
were killed  
Source: Wikipedia	
CONFLICT 
in brief
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Langara foursome triumphs 
LANGARA COLLEGE photo
Left to right: Chloe Woolsey, Shenglong (Kevin) Jiang, Graeme Chalmers and Joanna Babiuch receive the coveted Roger Griffin Award.
Marketing students bring home Student Marketing Research trophy
By ROSS ARMOUR
A 
Langara foursome triumphed 
as the winners of the B.C. 2011 
Student Marketing Research 
Competition held last Decem-
ber. 
Graeme Chalmers, Joanna Babuich, 
Shenglong (Kevin) Jiang and Chloe 
Woolsey were announced as the win-
ners and granted the Roger Griffin 
Award for Excellence in Marketing Re-
search. 
Marketing instructor John Falcus 
entered a project completed by the 
group into the contest. 
“The time and effort these students 
put into their report was clearly dem-
onstrated by the quality of their report. 
Their energy and enthusiasm was ter-
rific,” he said.
The competition is run on an annual 
basis by the B.C. branch of the Market-
ing and Research Intelligence Associa-
tion. 
“It’s wonderful to see our students’ 
work recognized by the market re-
search industry in B.C.  They competed 
with students from UBC, SFU, BCIT, 
and the University of the Fraser Valley 
so coming in first place is a terrific ac-
complishment,” said Falcus in a press 
release. 
Langara’s winning project was a 
two-phase study for a local entrepre-
neur who was thinking of opening a 
coffee shop and wanted to know more 
about what makes a coffee shop suc-
cessful.
“In phase one, the students conduct-
ed a focus group with coffee drinkers to 
determine the attributes that were im-
portant to them in selecting a coffee 
shop.  In phase two, they conducted a 
survey using this criteria to evaluate 
the customer service of a local competi-
tor – Café Artigiano,” explained Falcus.
Based on their findings, students 
were able to make recommendations to 
the entrepreneur regarding their busi-
ness venture.
B.C. chapter secretary of the MRIA 
Paige Schoenfeld explained the con-
test. 
“The competition is designed to pro-
mote excellence in marketing research, 
provide an excellent learning experi-
ence for students, and enhance the pro-
file of both the MRIA and schools with 
media coverage of the competition and 
its winners,” she said.
Schoenfeld confirmed that projects 
regularly submitted are usually based 
on real research problems and busi-
nesses. 
Members of the local MRIA board 
judged the competition.
“The balance of research compo-
nents that were incorporated varied, 
with some projects having a heavier 
weighting on secondary data, while 
others had more weighting on in-depth 
interviews and focus groups,” said 
Schoenfeld. 
Criteria for the contest included 
whether or not research was complete 
and achievable, if survey questions 
were clear and if the project was con-
vincing and worthy of the MRIA’s rec-
ognition. 
Langara communications officer An-
nie Mullins also said this was a “won-
derful achievement” by the four stu-
dents. 
The Student Marketing Research 
Competition award comes with a tro-
phy and a $250 prize for each student.
By HAYLEY DOCTOR
Chartwells, the food service provid-er for Langara since 1997, has promised to increase their endow-
ment towards scholarships and bursa-
ries to the college to $500,000 by the 
year 2020. 
This increase in funding comes with 
the introduction of two new awards, 
the Chartwells Nursing Excellence 
Award and the Chartwells Award of Ex-
cellence.
The awards were handed out Feb. 27 
during the inaugural awards ceremony 
and two nursing students won the 
awards because of their outstanding 
academic achievements.
 Both women scored near-perfect 
GPAs last semester. 
“I really appreciate the recognition, 
and the contribution this makes to my 
academic funding. It’s a big help, and I 
think this is a great 
thing that Chart-
wells is doing,” 
said Kate Hunc, 
one of the two re-
cipients in a press 
release.
“This is a new 
scholarship, and 
I’m really grateful 
to be one of the re-
cipients of it. It’s a 
great honour,” said 
Frances Huang, 
the other award re-
cipient.  
The two scholar-
ships meant $500 
was awarded to 
each recipient to 
help her in her 
studies. The presentation was made by 
Chartwells president Ross Munro who 
handed the cheques to the recipients. 
 “We must be continually giving 
back to students. I am just thrilled with 
the caliber of the young people that 
these scholarships are able to as-
sist,” said Munro.
Chartwells, a division of the larger 
company Compass Group, currently 
has two existing bursaries in place 
with Langara that total $5,500. With the 
increase in funding, that number will 
eventually increase to $10,000 each 
year. 
These increases in bursaries and 
awards come at a time when student 
debt is higher than ever. A study 
showed that in 2004, the average debt of 
a student after finishing school 
weighed in at just over $28,000. 
Chartwells 
promises 
more money 
to students 
Langara’s food service 
provider will be increas-
ing their scholarship and 
bursary endowment fund 
available to students
“This is a 
new schol-
arship and 
I’m really 
grateful to 
be one of 
the recipi-
ents of it. 
It’s a great 
honour
FRANCES HUANG
Award recipient
JEN OEHLER photo
Chartwells president Ross Munro 
handing the two new awards to 
nursing students Kate Hunc and 
Frances Huang. Hunc and Huang 
both maintain near-perfect GPAs.
1	 The award is named 
after the late Roger 
Griffin
2	 Griffin was the 
founder of the 
Marketing Re-
search Intelligence 
Association
3	 Griffin taught at 
Douglas College
4	 He served as a 
national board 
member of the 
MRIA
5	 He was a retail & 
marketing research 
specialist who ran 
an ad agency that  
spearheaded adver-
tising for Eatons
Source: www.insidedouglas.ca
AWARD
facts
LSU introduces food hamper program
Food hampers are now 
available through the Lan-
gara Students’ Union for 
needy scholars on campus
By QUINN MELL-COBB
A new service introduced by the Langara Students’ Union is taking aim at eliminating hunger by pro-
viding an emergency food supply to 
students in need.
The recently established Langara 
College food hamper program, an en-
tirely student-led initiative, is now into 
its second week of existence. 
Launched on March 1 in the Stu-
dents’ Union Building, intrigued pass-
ersby were offered free fruit and pam-
phlets outlining the program and what 
it offers to students.
Reaction to the new service on cam-
pus has been nothing but positive so 
far.
Louis Mohler, an environmental 
studies student, was quick to praise the 
new initiative for the gateways it may 
be able to open for needy Langara stu-
dents.
“I can certainly see where [the Stu-
dents’ Union] is coming from with 
this,” said Mohler. “A lot of students 
can end up strapped for cash because 
of school and stuff, so this is definitely 
an awesome way to kind of avoid a bad 
situation and keep your stress down.”
Purchasing food is all too often 
something that gets pushed to the 
backburner for post-secondary stu-
dents, not just in Vancouver and Brit-
ish Columbia, but all across Canada. 
A report from September 2011 released 
by the Food Banks of Canada network 
said that since the very first Canadian 
campus food bank was launched at the 
University of Alberta in 1981, over 70 
more have since been added across the 
nation in the last 20 years.
Organizers of the food hamper pro-
gram were unable to comment before 
press time, but were lauded by Langa-
ra arts and science student Kayla Con-
ley for their efforts to help erase such 
alarming statistics as the aforemen-
tioned.
“[The food hamper program] sounds 
like a great thing, which will probably 
help a lot of people out. We all have our 
bills and debts that we have to pay 
month in and month out. Money doesn’t 
just grow on trees,” said Conley.
“We all 
have our 
bills and 
debts that 
we have to 
pay month 
in and 
month out
KAYLA CONLEY
Arts and science 
student
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Have a laugh at Studio 58
DAVID COOPER photo
From left: Jason Clift, Tim Carlson, Katey Hoffman, Jennica Grienke, Daniel Doheny, Carol Macdonald and Cheyenne Mabberley of 
Studio 58 pose in character for a photograph.
By MICHELLE GAMAGE
S
tudio 58’s one-act festival re-
turns to Langara for its ninth 
round of showcasing theatre tal-
ent. 
With the intent to entertain using 
humour and surrealism, 4Play:New 
Work by Excited Writers includes four 
plays: You Are In a Play, A View With a 
Room, Sacred and Profane, and The 
Surrealists. Each are new works writ-
ten by Studio 58 students that will be 
running at the end of the month. 
 “We’ve been working on the scripts 
for over a year,” said Aaron Bush-
kowsky, a Langara instructor helping 
create 4Play. “It was a lot of fun to see 
what [the writers] came up with when 
writing for one theme - surrealist art.”
You Are In a Play is about a narrator 
and two women’s realization they are 
trapped within a play. The play ex-
plores philosophical questions about 
reality said director Tamara McCarthy.
“It doesn’t solve anything but in-
stead opens a can of worms for discus-
sion.” 
 “But you can also just watch for en-
tertainment,” she said. 
“[You can] have a laugh and choose 
not to think and just enjoy yourself.” 
Moving away from philosophy, A 
View With a Room is about a family 
struggling with the reality of Alzheim-
er’s disease. 
 The play deals with the serious mat-
ter of a woman losing her mind, but au-
dience members were still laughing out 
loud during a rehearsal.  
“It’s not kitchen-sink-realism,” said 
director Richard Wolfe. “Characters 
address the audience directly.” 
Keeping pace with the surreal theme 
of the festival, The Surrealists packs 
five stories by different playwrights 
into a single act under the roof of a 
modern art gallery. 
 “It’s about the beauty and the magic 
of surrealist art, and the connection be-
tween the two,” said director Alex Laz-
aridis Ferguson.
The first characters to emerge on 
stage are physical embodiments of sur-
realist logic. The play then moves from 
the surreal to the real, concluding with 
a simple obsessed painter. 
Sacred and Profane, directed by Rob-
in Richardson, is an offbeat comedy 
featuring marriage, breakups and im-
mortals. 
The four plays are separated into 
two programs that play on alternating 
nights. 
Program-A features You Are In a 
Play and A View With a Room, opening 
Thursday, March 22. Program-B fea-
tures Sacred and Profane and The Sur-
realists opening this Saturday. 
Free student nights are on Wednes-
day, March 21 for program-A, and Fri-
day, March 23 for program-B at 8 p.m.
Tickets cost $10 and can be booked 
through the Studio 58 box office by call-
ing 604-323-5227. 
The performances will be running 
March 21- April 1 at varying times at 
Langara’s Studio 58. 
By DANA BOWEN
The parades and parties typ-ical of St. Patrick’s Day are a tradition that has been 
adopted by cultures around the 
world. 
In Vancouver, the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day parade on March 
18 marks the end of a weeklong 
festival called CelticFest. 
The festival includes award-
winning pipe and drum bands, 
Irish music groups, Scottish 
and Irish dancers, acrobats and 
even stilt walkers. 
“Eighty per cent of the music 
and cultural events over the 
four days are free to the public 
with various opportunities for 
families and children to partici-
pate,” said Ian McAteer, one of 
the organizers of CelticFest. 
A series of events are sched-
uled to continue until this Sun-
day, featuring both Celtic and 
North American musicians. 
Ross Powell, the festival’s pro-
gram director, said he thinksw 
From Texas to Tipperary is one 
of the best events. It features a 
blues artist performing Celtic 
music. 
“We like to change it up ev-
ery year, but it’s important to 
keep tradition alive,” Powell 
said. He added that the week is 
organized differently every 
year, and this year the focus 
will be all on music. 
Though most modern St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations include 
wearing green and drinking 
beer, that wasn’t always the 
case. According to some Irish 
folk tales, drinking and even 
wearing green was condemned 
because it was considered un-
lucky. Some thought the colour 
would irritate the fairies who 
would retaliate by sneaking 
into people’s houses and steal-
ing their children. 
St. Patrick’s Day is in fact a 
religious holiday in some places 
and it was not until the 1970s 
that the pubs in Ireland were 
even allowed to be open on 
March 17.  
“It’s only in the past couple of 
decades that Ireland has adopt-
ed the American style celebra-
tion,” said Langara history 
teacher, Niall Christie. The day 
is meant to celebrate St. Pat-
rick, who is credited with bring-
ing Christianity to Ireland in 
the fourth century. 
From prayers to parties
Langara theatre program’s 4Play festival returns for the ninth time
Iranians and others cel-
ebrate Nowruz as a chance 
to spend time with family
Vancouver celebrates 
St. Patrick’s Day with 
musical events every 
day of the week
By CARA MCKENNA
Iranian New Year, or Nowruz (pro-nounced no-rooz), is a spring holiday widely celebrated not just by Per-
sians, but by many cultures and in 
many different parts of the world.  
Whether you’re Iranian or not, you 
may want to partake in some of the cel-
ebratory new year traditions including 
buying new clothes and spring clean-
ing.
Mehrshad Barzegar cherishes the 
tradition and happy day.
“Within Iranian history we’ve invad-
ed many countries [and] we’ve been 
invaded back many times,” he said. 
“They’ve imposed their tradition on 
our society … but one thing has never 
died and that is Nowruz.”
 Barzegar, who moved to Canada 
from Tehran, Iran almost 40 years ago, 
said Nowruz is the one thing that never 
changes for him and his family despite 
the many social, agricultural and archi-
tectural changes he has witnessed in 
the world.
Nowruz means “new day” and oc-
curs every year on the vernal equinox, 
when the sun is aligned with the equa-
tor. It is usually on March 21st such as 
it is this year. Depending on the tilt of 
the earth’s axis, it sometimes occurs a 
day before or after.
Barzegar says that the most impor-
tant part of the holiday is spending 
time with his family.
“The oldest of the family expects oth-
ers to come and pay their respect,” he 
said. “We don’t have the celebration as 
a religious kind of event, we have it be-
cause of the season, the people and the 
happiness.”
His wife Deborah agreed and said 
she “really enjoys the day,” despite the 
fact that she is not Persian.
The white fish that is served is a par-
ticular favorite of hers. It is part of a 
traditional meal that also includes her-
bed rice, omelets and noodles mixed 
with rice. 
Much preperation is put into the new 
year festivities, and many families 
spend the weeks before preparing.
They decorate ceremonial tables 
with a centrepiece including seven ob-
jects: garlic, an apple, berries, vinegar, 
sprouts, dried lotus and Persian wheat 
berry pudding. Each object symbolizes 
different things such as health and 
love. Other items may also be placed 
depending on how the individual 
chooses to celebrate. One common 
item is a bowl of water with live gold-
fish swimming in it.
Once the meal has been prepared, 
the rest of the day is spent gathering 
with family and exchanging gifts in 
merriment of the new season.
PARADE
11 a.m. on March 18; 
Begins at the corner of 
Howe St. and Drake St.
FROM TEXAS TO 
TIPPERARY
7 p.m. tonight at Stadium 
Club at the Edgewater 
Casino
BAGPIPE WORKSHOP
11 a.m. on March 17 at 
Tom Lee Music (929 
Granville St.)
GOOD FOR GRAPES
3:30 p.m. on March 18 at 
Celtic Village (Granville 
St. and Georgia St.)
THE WHISKEY DICKS
10:30 a.m. on March 17 at 
Ceili’s Irish Pub (670 
Smithe St.)
CelticFest
events       
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS photo
A table is decorated for Nowruz.
1	 Born in Scotland in 
about 390 A.D.
2	 Kidnapped by 
pirates in south 
Wales and sold into 
slavery in Ireland 
when he was 16
3	 Imprisoned for 
six years until he 
escaped and went 
to France where he 
joined a monastery 
4	 Patrick has never 
been canonized 
by the Catholic 
Church. When the 
first list of saints 
was established, he 
was already on it.
Source: Online
	
FACTS
St. Patrick
“We’ve been 
working 
on the 
scripts 
for over 
a year. It 
was a lot 
of fun to 
see what 
[the writ-
ers] came 
up with.
AARON BUSH-
KOWSKY
Iranian 
New Year is 
fun for all
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Spring 2012: How to wear it with style
Local bloggers recommend bold pastels,collar-length necklaces and metallic materials
By ASHLEY VIENS
F
or spring 2012 fashion, bolder and 
brighter is definitely better.
This season’s trends take a 
laissez faire approach to mixing 
prints and colours without regard for 
matching.
Colour palettes are all about the hue, 
richly saturated in bold shades of or-
ange and magenta and in vibrant tones 
of tangerine and turquoise.
Kelsey Dundon is writer and photog-
rapher for The Anthology, a blog dedi-
cated to style, fashion and life in Van-
couver.
“Shoes are really great this season, 
we’re seeing lots of colours on one shoe 
which, when added to an existing out-
fit, can add pops of colour,” she said.
“The Marni line from H&M is also 
wonderful, lots of resin-looking acces-
sories and statement, collar-length 
necklaces.”
Geometry is also a dominant theme: 
colour blocking is back from the 80s, 
with earth tones and vivid intersecting 
colours.
“A hat is a statement itself, it can to-
tally transform an outfit, and I hope to 
see it come back in fashion this sea-
son,” Dundon added.
Dundon notes tangerine — one of 
Pantone’s colours for spring 2012 — is 
popular right now, especially in sum-
mer dresses.
Futuristic materials are also popu-
lar, ranging from pixel-like prints to 
metallic materials and accents. 
And unlike in other years, spring 
fashion doesn’t have a nautical influ-
ence.
Instead, stripes have taken on 
brighter colours, lending an athletic 
feel to a wardrobe.
Langara students are still dressing 
for the cool spring weather that has 
plagued the city so far in March.
It hasn’t stopped some from spread-
ing sunshine with their wardrobes. 
 “Fashion has really gone to work 
wear,” said commerce student Harris 
Allan. “A lot of mixing of different fab-
rics, too, like leather and canvas.”
Allan said he takes inspiration from 
celebrities and various style blogs such 
as Hypebeast and The Sartorialist.
Criminology student Mart Sangi 
said she doesn’t really have a style icon 
but likes her outfit to be comfortable. 
“I just wear whatever, depends on 
the day,” she said.
Trends and colours may be seasonal, 
but remember: good style is timeless.
Commerce student Harris Allen 
(above) wears a mix of leather and 
canvas. Yanping Zhou (right), a 
transfer student, models a mix of 
pastels and prints.
  
 Photos by ASHLEY VIENS
Victory for local urban gardens
	 Vitamindaily.com
	 Demicouture.ca
	 Stylequotient.ca
	 Littlefashionisto.
com
	 Herwaisechoice.
com
Source: Vancouver Magazine
	
Top five
style blogs
Get clean for spring
By CLAYTON PATERSON
Three Vancouver friends have launched an urban farming project to help homeowners turn their 
lawns into vegetable gardens.
Victory Gardens, created by Lisa Gi-
roday, Sam Philips and Sandra Lopuch, 
offers to educate residential and com-
mercial property owners on utilizing 
unused space for food production.
“Very simply, we help people grow 
food,” said Giroday. “That involves a 
number of different services that allow 
for that to happen.”
In addition to developing the infra-
structure to help people grow their 
own food, Victory Gardens provides 
mentoring and educational resources 
for anyone interested in learning about 
urban farming.
“[Urban farming] promotes sustain-
ability, local growth and community,” 
Philips said.
The trio is also hoping to form alli-
ances with various restaurants and 
farmers’ markets in Vancouver to help 
promote local food production and con-
sumption.
 “Food production within a commu-
nity centre is synonymous with ancient 
culture from over 1000 years ago. We 
can go back to our roots, it’s almost a 
necessity,” Giroday said.
The term “victory gardens” is de-
rived from government campaigns im-
plemented during the First and Second 
World Wars to reduce pressure on pub-
lic food supply by maximizing commu-
nity space. 
The campaigns were also designed 
to serve as symbols of camaraderie and 
support to unify civilians in what Phil-
ips refers to as a passive war effort.
“The fight is very different now,” 
said Giroday. “We believe there’s a lot 
to be done in the way of rethinking how 
we consume and how we think food 
should be utilized.” 
Giroday said the Victory Gardens 
team has already been contacted to 
look into converting rooftops into gar-
den space in some areas of the city.
“I think that it’s always more cost ef-
fective to grow your own food,” said 
Giroday. “The cost can be heavy at first 
to create the infrastructure, but the 
benefits are almost immediate.” 
A local business hopes to turn unused outdoor space into personal vegetable gardens
CLAYTON PATERSON photo
Lisa Giroday (left) and Sam Philips display the start of an urban garden.
By carissa Thorpe
it’s time once again to spring into ac-tion and get organized  — just in time for finals. 
A clear work space will help you 
think and save you from distractions.
You’ll also save time if you know 
where to find everything you need 
rather than searching feverishly for 
those notes from the second day of 
classes before your final exam.
“The average businessperson wastes 
150 hours each year looking for stuff. 
Add 10 more hours and that is an entire 
work month,” writes Liz Davenport in 
Order From Chaos.
In their student loan and debt repay-
ment workshops, financial aid advises 
keeping all of your important papers 
organized, such as tax documents, 
banking statements, and student loan 
correspondence, so be sure to find an 
easily-accessible place for all of those. 
It’s been said before, but it still rings 
true – if you have a place for everything 
and keep everything in its place, keep-
ing organized is a much easier task. 
So even if time and money are tight, 
tidying up can help relieve some of the 
stress the end of the semester brings, 
and help save you time and money by 
staying organized.
A tidy place to work can make studying 
for finals easier and save time overall 
	 Clear your study 
space of unneces-
sary items
	 Recycle old notes 
you are sure you 
are never going to 
use again 
	 Get creative with 
organizing files by 
using shoe boxes 
or old ceral boxes
	 Use a bulletin board 
to post reminders 
of due dates and 
exams
 Look on Craigslist 
to see if you can 
find a free or cheap 
filing cabinet
	 Keep all important 
documents, includ-
ing tax, banking 
and student loans, 
in one place
exam
study tips
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong? Tell us.
Got a different point of view? 
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said? 
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Nicholas Read oversees The Voice.
 Email him at:
 nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
FAX
604-323-5398
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms. 
SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6
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www.langara.bc.ca/voice
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It’s no secret: the world is becoming more urbanized. As of 2006, 68 per cent of Canadians lived in metropoli-
tan areas, according to Statistics Cana-
da. Urbanization is a growing human 
desire and rather than fight it, why not 
maximize the experience?
Enter Urban Farming.
As a little girl I never imagined 
that anyone lived differently than 
me – that is, eating vegetables from 
my moms garden, picking apples 
and raspberries for sweet summer 
treats –it was not weird or gruesome 
to see my dad kill and hang, skin 
and gut, a sheep, pig or cow, in the 
back yard of our small family farm.
However, as I grew up I realized 
most people lived 
very differently 
than me – that is 
their steak started 
as, well a steak. 
Generally people 
don’t think about 
their filet mignon 
as a once living 
cow that was shot 
and skinned and 
then skillfully and 
artistically 
butchered before 
arriving on their plate. (Vegetarians 
please excuse me)
I really understood the difference 
of my childhood when a chef I met 
while at a cooking school in south-
ern Italy, returned from a fieldtrip 
beaming because he’d dug potatoes 
for the first time. I teased him 
because honestly, I thought he was 
joking. Looking mildly offended he 
said he was not.
This is one of the many reasons 
why urban farming is needed by 
people, all people. If you haven’t 
sunk your hands into the dirt to 
plant a flower or a shrub or a little 
row of carrots, I assure you, you’re 
missing out.
While money doesn’t grow on 
trees, fruit does and …it’s easy! 
Potatoes are literally the gift that 
keeps giving. Cut a potato in half, 
put some dirt on top, and soon 
enough you’ll have two more potato 
plants.  That being said, I realize it’s 
not the whole answer. 
Most city plots probably aren’t big 
enough for a whole year’s worth of 
produce and yes it might be unset-
tling if we all started butchering 
animals in our backyards. Let’s face 
it we’re not all farmers who have the 
desire to reap and sow our own food, 
North America is the homeland of 
the convenience store afterall.  
However what urban farming 
allows is for those who are feeling a 
little disconnected from the food 
chain is to reconnect to their food. 
It’s healthier, it’s relaxing, and don’t 
we all like to get a little dirty?
In the March 8 edition of the Voice I 
was quoted in an article, that did get 
my statements correct - however the 
story is filled with typos and errors.
I am speaking of the page five article 
enititled “Smart eating can benefit 
grades” by Cara McKenna.
Canada’s Nutrition Month is “put 
forth” by Dietitians of Canada - not the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. 
This is the American association - not 
the Canadian one. 
In my interview I did give the stu-
dent the links to Dietitians of Canada 
and Nutrition Month information.
Also - throughout the article the 
word Dietitian is spelled the American 
way - “Dietician”.
I have written before with these con-
cerns, and will soon consider no longer 
being available for Voice reporters if 
LETTERS to the editor
B
eing lazy isn’t an option for stu-
dents who are living in a city 
that is ranked the  world’s sec-
ond most expensive place to live.
I know of many people who are 
juggling schoolwork and shifts at 
the local coffee shop just so they can 
make ends meet.  
But sometimes it isn’t enough and 
students need programs to fall back 
on to help get them through the 
rough patches.
The Langara Students’ Union is 
starting a food hamper program for 
students in financial difficulty.  
A food hamper would provide 
those in need with a week’s supply 
of food.  
All that a troubled student needs 
to do is sign up anonymously, 
submit a list of desired foods; then 
they will receive a weekly hamper 
once the LSU 
approves the 
request.  This is a 
great idea that 
will help many 
struggling 
students to stay 
afloat.
But why do 
students have to 
resort to these 
measures?  In 
other words, why 
are students so poor?
If students are financially respon-
sible, and work while in school, the 
problem must stem from another 
source -- the government.
For the 2012 provincial budget, 
B.C. finance minister Kevin Falcon 
challenged post-secondary institu-
tions to cut their spending by 1 per 
cent.  On top of that, Falcon pro-
posed around $100 million worth of 
cuts to B.C. colleges and universi-
ties.  
All these austerity measures are 
being put in place to reduce the $2.5 
billion deficit stemming from the 
failed Olympic Village, the new 
over-budget B.C. Place roof and the 
fees from the revoked HST tax.
With all of these high priced items 
that the government is trying to pay 
off, education has taken a back seat.
As a result, students are strug-
gling and are getting the short end 
of the breadstick.
Food hampers for hunger painsUrban farms, 
seeing past 
the slaughter
OPINION
Omar Shariff
OPINION
Jacquie 
Richardson
I just wanted to point out that the de-
cision to resign Muneori Otaka from 
the LSU Board of Directors was not a 
unanimous vote. 
While the motion was carried, the 
reporter was present and would know 
that not everyone on the board was in 
agreement with this decision. 
Anh Lu
Student Elect 
College Board of Governors
In response to: Queer Liaison seeks 
unisex bathrooms, March 1.
“Ungendered bathrooms are a key 
factor in keeping some students safe: 
Andy Sandberg”
Great, but in this case “some” is 
maybe five out of 10,000?
In a perfect world, the needs of every 
minority would be met.  As it is, and 
given strained budgets, is Andy Sand-
berg serious that she needs perhaps 
.01% of the student population (I’m talk-
ing specificially of transexuals, trans-
vestites, and sex-change patients) re-
quire expensive renovations to avoid 
“uncomfortable” feelings?  
In terms of a safety risk, she will 
have to provide more compelling evi-
dence than a statement from the Queer 
Action Coalition.
There are single-cubicle, private 
washrooms on campus for those who 
are public-bathroom phobic, for what-
ever reason.  
There is one in the SUB and a couple 
opposite from the main office in the B 
building.
“Anyone who doesn’t comply with 
gender norms is at risk in gender-seg-
rated environments”    
So is anyone who doesn’t conform to 
conservative dress codes.  I have seen 
I would like to thank Carissa Thorpe 
for the wonderful photo of my necklace 
display, featured in Jumbo jewellery 
not a joke for local artist, in the March 
1 issue.  A great job with the caption as 
well; informative and to the point.  
Dave Sajedi
Artist
radical punks verbally and physically 
abused because they stood out.  
Do we need separate bathrooms for 
the outrageous, too?
Frankly, I don’t want a penny of the 
college’s funding going towards a proj-
ect which impacts only a tiny percent-
age of the student population.
Adrian
Langara alumnus
these issues are not dealt with.  
The Voice is a Canadian post-sec-
ondary  institution newspaper.   Surely 
we can spell using the Canadian spell-
ing, and give appropriate credit to the 
organizations involved.
Monica Molag, RD
Nutrition and Food Service 
Management Program
EDITOR JENNIFER FONG THE VOICE, THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2012community 7
Not your average veterinarian
From prairie dogs to chameleons, John Anderson has seen them all
By BRANDON REID
'V
eterinarians get to do every-
thing — today I’ve taken 
teeth out of a puppy, yester-
day I fixed a broken leg and 
the day before I took care of a turtle.” 
That was the word from veterinarian 
John Anderson, founder of Anderson 
Animal Hospital on Granville St.
For 25 years, he has specialized in 
treating exotic and small animals.
In addition to dogs and cats, Ander-
son has treated prairie dogs, bearded 
dragons, hedgehogs and chameleons to 
name a few. 
“It makes it very fun for me, I never 
know what I’m going to do,” he said. 
“Not only are we generalists, we’re also 
surgeons, we’re also dentists, we’re 
also dermatologists.” 
Anderson recalls being surrounded 
by livestock on the farm during his 
childhood.
“I always had lots of animals and 
pets, so when I was 10 or 12 I wanted to 
be a veterinarian,” he said. 
“For people that are lucky like my-
self, in that they get an early inspira-
tion, it’s just wonderful.”
Anderson was 23 when he graduated 
from Ontario Veterinary College. 
He decided to settle in Vancouver af-
ter working in Calgary and Richmond 
for several years.
“When I entered practice in B.C. 
there were probably 600 veterinarians 
provincewide and currently there’s 
probably closer to 1,200,” said Ander-
son. 
“There was a barrier to veterinari-
ans coming to B.C. because you had to 
write a separate exam, whereas nowa-
days, you don’t have to.”
Pets used to be considered family 
possessions, but nowadays they have 
become family members, says Ander-
son. 
“A lot of people consider themselves 
the mother or the father of the pet,” he 
said. 
“They say ‘I’m the mommy,’ ‘I’m the 
daddy.’”
He says his proudest accomplish-
ment is continuing to enjoy his practice 
after all of these years, and still getting 
a kick out of fixing legs.
“Bone plating is something that I en-
joy doing,” he said. 
“It’s always extra rewarding when I 
can see them come in with a severely 
broken leg and they go home the next 
day walking.”
Anderson says clients are more 
knowledgeable now because of the In-
ternet, though he still encounters old 
wives’ tales from time to time.
“You’ll hear someone’s dog scooting 
its butt along the ground, and everyone 
thinks that it’s worms,” he said. “It’s 
not. It’s a problem with their scent 
glands.”
By STACY THOMAS
The City of Vancouver has just an-nounced it will spend $800,000 on a pilot project bringing 67 new elec-
tric vehicle charging stations to the 
city by the end of 2013. The locations 
have not been decided yet but will in-
clude malls, parking lots, condos, and 
curb spaces across the city.
The project was funded by the fed-
eral government ($350,000), provincial 
government ($261,000), BC Hydro 
($119,000), and the City of Vancouver 
($70,000).
“We’re just at the beginning of the 
process,” said city communications 
manager Alex Russell. “We don’t want 
to just install them willy nilly.” Once 
they have been installed, they will not 
be removed.
The project is called Charge and Go 
Vancouver. It will assess, through user 
response, where stations are needed, 
costs, and potential barriers.
More stations will be added once the 
data has been collected.
Vancouver is aiming to be the green-
est city in the world by 2020. In 2009 
Vancouver became the leader in EV 
policy when it ruled that all new condo 
buildings must include EV chargers in 
20 per cent of its parking stalls, and all 
new single-family homes must be out-
fitted with the outlets as well. 
The project is meant to encourage 
the future use of electric vehicles in 
Vancouver by providing a more com-
prehensive charging network.
“This pilot is another significant step 
forward toward our goal of supporting 
sustainable transportation options for 
all Vancouver residents,” said Mayor 
Gregor Robertson in a media release. 
The charging stations will be placed 
strategically around the city, and ac-
cording to Russell, in such a way as to 
still encourage walking, biking, and 
public transportation as ideal modes of 
transport.
Sunset Community Centre in Mar-
pole has had two electric vehicle charg-
ing stations since 2008, when the centre 
was opened. 
According to community recreation 
supervisor Doug Newstead, they get 
used about twice a month. 
The cost and maintenance of the sta-
tions is minimal, he said.
“In the long term, they’re going to be 
well used,” Newstead said. 
“In the short term, because there 
just aren’t that many electric vehicles 
[in] Vancouver, it’s going to take a 
while to get people to use them.”
“It’s also going to take a while to 
build up the inventory of cars. At least 
we’ll have the infrastructure in place.”
Vancouver spends nearly 
$1 million in a bid to 
become greenest city in 
the world within 10 years
Big drive, 
big plans, 
for moms 
in need 
Plug into this:  More electric vehicle chargers to come
By QUINN MELL-COBB
The inaugural Big Baby Drive, an event to collect items for mothers in need, is set for March 22 and 23 
at Oakridge Centre.
All proceeds from the drive are slat-
ed to go to the Metro Vancouver 
YWCA. 
Basic infant necessities such as 
clothing, blankets, toys, strollers and 
baby diapers of all sizes — especially 4, 
5, and 6 — are needed. 
Donations, including monetary ones, 
will be accepted from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The event itself is organized by an-
other non-profit association — the apt-
ly-named One Big Movement, led by 
Joseph Choi, director of project devel-
opment; Lynn Shinto, director of com-
munity development; and Mercedes 
Book, director of marketing.
According to Choi, inspiration for 
the event, and the organization itself, 
came directly from his co-organizer.
“We were inspired to create the Big 
Baby Drive because Lynn Shinto had 
been working with low-income wom-
en,” said Choi. He added that the wom-
en were taught about nutrition and fi-
nancial literacy to help better their 
lives.
Another factor 
that led to the 
drive’s creation 
was B.C.’s child 
poverty rate, which 
has been the high-
est in Canada for 
the last eight years.
The number of 
children living be-
low the poverty 
line has increased 
by 16,000 since 
2010.
In terms of an 
ideal outlook for 
the event, Choi has 
high expectations 
for what will hope-
fully be achieved.
“We’re expect-
ing to gather at 
least 1,000 pieces of 
clothing from do-
nors,” said Choi. 
“We’ve set up a 
strong relationship 
with the SFU Hu-
man Resources Association and their 
project, Spring Soiree.” 
“They’re donating half of the pro-
ceeds from that event to the Big Baby 
Drive, so we’ll be able to help more 
people with the YWCA.”
After March 23, the group’s end goal 
will by no means have been reached, 
says Choi, foreseeing “big things” on 
the horizon for the future of One Big 
Movement.
“We definitely want to create more 
long-term projects that create a lasting 
impact in the community,” said Choi.
 “We’re actually looking into educa-
tional projects to aid low-income home-
less individuals to get them back on 
their feet, so they can get their lives 
back together once again.”
Choi also added that the Big Baby 
Drive would “probably” be held again, 
depending on the amount of donations 
the event accumulates.
“We’re 
expecting 
to gather 
at least 
1,000 pieces 
of clothing 
from 
donors
JOSEPH CHOI
Event organizer
Bring your gently used 
baby toys, clothing, and 
other infant necessities to 
Oakridge this weekend
BRANDON REID photo
John Anderson poses with one of his happy clients. Anderson has been a veterinarian for 31 years, 25 of them at his clinic on Granville.
	 Owned by less than 
one per cent of 
Canadians
	 Cars start at 
$40,000
	 Cost to charge:  $1 
an hour
	 Cost to install your 
own charging sta-
tion:  $2,000
	 Full charge lasts 
160km on average
Source: Vancouver Sun
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FACES
By Dennis Page
The Langara Falcons men’s and women’s basketball seasons have come to a close, with both teams 
producing all-star players.
On the woman’s team, fifth year for-
ward Carling Muir had an excellent 
season. She ranked third in both points 
and rebounds per game in the league. 
Muir was also selected as a PACWEST 
second team all-star.
First-year guard Denise Busayong 
was selected to the PACWEST all-rook-
ie team, and Hailey Hebron finished 
sixth in assists per game.
“It was a tough season in the win-
loss column,” said coach Mike Evans, 
“but the team played hard and repre-
sented the school well.”
Evans said there were young and in-
experienced players playing a lot. 
Next year looks to be a good one for 
the women’s team. Jolissa Crossley 
and Jennifer Carpio from the highly 
ranked Britannia Bruins high-school 
team will be joining the Falcons squad 
for the 2012–2013 season.
In men’s hoops, Falcons second-year 
guard Gurjote Jhaj finished second in 
total points in the league, second in av-
erage points per game, eighth in aver-
age assists and was selected as a first 
team PACWEST all-star. 
His best all-around season perfor-
mance earned him the selection as the 
PACWEST men’s basketball player of 
the year.
Coach Jake McCallum also gave 
praise to team leader Brody Greig, call-
ing him, “the key to our success.”
Greig finished the season with 105 
assists, putting him at number one spot 
in the league in average assists per 
game.
“We had a lot of ups and downs this 
year,” said McCallum, “I think the most 
positive aspect to come out of the sea-
son was the way the team responded to 
adversity and the way they came to-
gether as a team.”
When Brody Greig was injured in 
the first minute of the game versus the 
VIU Mariners, the team responded 
with good production from Gurjote 
Jhaj and Jitinder Lohcham. Devin Mc-
Murty was also a major contributor 
this season, finishing sixth in the 
league for rebounds.
The Falcons proved they could con-
tend with the best when they posted a 
regular season win over the eventual 
provincial champions, the UNBC Tim-
berwolves. 
Langara also qualified for the Pro-
vincial Championship tournament but 
were disappointed by their perfor-
mance when they lost in the first round 
to the Capilano University Blues.
“Overall we had a decent year al-
though I know the players and coach-
ing staff feel that we should have 
played better at the provincial champi-
onships,” said McCallum.
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Whitecaps ride a new wave
Langara fans of Vancouver’s soccer club thrilled after opening win 
Falcons make stars but hope for more
Gurjote Jhaj 
PACWEST’s 
best player
Falcons guard trained 
with stars Kobe Bryant 
and Dwyane Wade
By aUDReY McKinnOn
Gurjote Jhaj’s big sister used to outscore him on the basketball court, but now the 6-4 shoot-
ing guard for the Langara Falcons is 
receiving recognition for outscoring 
others.
Jhaj was at a ceremony in Nova Sco-
tia Wednesday to pick up his award as 
the Pacific Western Athletic Associa-
tion (PACWEST) conference men’s bas-
ketpall player of the year.
“He’s extremely talented, but to go 
along with that he spends a ton of time 
outside practice in our games working 
towards becoming a better basketball 
player,” said men’s basketball coach 
Jake McCallum.
Jhaj, 22, from Richmond, is modest 
about the prize. “I honestly didn’t real-
ly read the article about it,” he said, 
adding that McCallum told him about 
the recognition.
Jhaj practices four hours every day 
except Sundays, but it hasn’t always 
been that way. He grew up playing soc-
cer and only switched to basketball in 
Grade 5 because his cousins were into 
it.
Now Jhaj looks up to players like 
Kobe Bryant and Dwyane Wade; but he 
used to look up to his 23-year-old sister, 
whom he has since surpassed on the 
court.
“I watch Kobe videos sometimes on 
YouTube just to get focused,” said Jhaj 
about part of his pre-game ritual.
Jhaj has practiced with NBA stars 
like Wade in Chicago during his train-
ing at Attack Athletics over the last 
three years. Attack Athletics is a train-
ing facility that trains professional and 
non-professional athletes. Jhaj formed 
one of his best memories as a shooting 
guard there playing with Wade in a five 
on five scrimmage last summer.
“Trying to guard him and him trying 
to guard me. It was just a fun experi-
ence,” said Jhaj. 
Jhaj is right-handed, but shoots left, 
giving him the advantage of confusing 
opposing team members when they 
judge his strengths after seeing him 
shoot.
“Usually people think I’m left-hand-
ed so they force me right. But I am 
right-handed so my dominant hand is 
my right hand,” he said.
Jhaj said playing with NBA players 
in Chicago improved his game.
“At first it was like a speed adjust-
ment, but now I can keep up for the 
most part,” he said. Jhaj said he has 
learned from these practices that he 
can’t make little mistakes anymore.
Jhaj just completed his SATs and 
hopes to go study in the U.S. depending 
on the results. Ultimately, he hopes to 
go pro with basketball.
He says his family is entirely behind 
him, even his big sister.
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Vancouver Whitecaps FC supporters group the Southsiders cheer during the home opener against Montreal at B.C. Place on March 10.
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Langara Falcons’ Gurjote Jhaj.
Both women’s and men’s 
basketball teams finish 
with all-stars but look to 
improve for next year 
By sasCHa PORTeOUs
S
occer fans at Langara are ex-
cited as the Vancouver White-
caps FC kicked off their second 
season with a win against the 
Montreal Impact. 
Vancouver scored  a 2–0 victory over 
Montreal at B.C. Place on Saturday, 
March 10 in front of a sold-out crowd. 
“The Whitecaps games have a great 
atmosphere, it’s comparable to the 
crowds at a Canucks game,” said 
19-year-old Daniel Ribi, a human kinet-
ics student.
Newly acquired French striker 
Sébastien Le Toux started things off 
quickly when he slid the ball past Im-
pact goalkeeper Donovan Ricketts in 
the fourth minute of play. 
The early goal livened the sellout 
crowd with a thunderous roar that 
filled up the stadium. The crowd de-
manded more as they chanted, “we 
want another goal.” 
Brazilian striker Camilo Sanvezzo 
came out with some fancy footwork in 
the second half to work his way through 
two Impact defenders before burying a 
left-footed shot in the back of the net.
The Whitecaps had a chance to 
strengthen their lead near the end of 
the game when defender Alain Rochat 
fired a shot that sailed off the goalpost. 
The Impact had a few scoring chanc-
es throughout the game but were un-
able to capitalize. 
Daniel Waines, a 21-year-old history 
student, is an avid soccer fan himself. 
He said he would much rather go to a 
Whitecaps game over a Canucks game.
 “I if I had the cash I would definitely 
go to a Whitecaps game,” he said.
Business student Ran Sommer likes 
soccer because “it’s a community sport, 
and everyone can play it,” he said.
Not all Langara students are fans. 
Business student Derek Chrystal 
said he doesn’t like soccer players be-
cause “they are always looking for a 
free kick, they are always diving.” 
Chrystal’s friend Lauren Phillips 
agreed, “If someone touches them they 
always fall to the ground and embellish 
it, even if they aren’t hurt.”
  The Whitecaps finished off the 2011 
expansion season in last place.
Coach Martin Rennie stated in the 
post-game press conference they don’t 
want to get ahead of themselves after 
the win as they also dominated last 
year’s opener against Toronto 4–2, fol-
lowed by a three-month losing streak.  
Montreal played their debut game, 
making them the third Canadian team 
to join Major League Soccer.
The feud between the Whitecaps 
and Impact goes back to the original 
North American Soccer League of the 
1970s and 1980s, as well as the lower 
tier leagues in the 1990s and 2000s, 
along with the Canadian champion-
ships.
The ‘Caps next home game is on 
March 24 against DC United.
“Whitecaps 
games 
have a 
great at-
mosphere
DanieL RiBi, 
student
	 Gurjote Jhaj scored 
an average of 22.14 
baskets per game 
and a total of 310 
points in 14 games 
	 The women’s team 
suffered an 8–19 
win-loss record
	 The men’s best 
results were 
against Kwantlen 
University. They 
won both games 
96–64 and 99–70
	 Men’s forward 
Jitinder Lohcham is 
the Falcons’ tallest 
player at 6-foot-7
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